
Thank You for Contacting CMS to Protect Access to
Stem Cell Transplants in Medicare
Earlier this month, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) closed the
comment period for the FY2018 Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS)
Proposed Rule that will decide how payment rates are determined for transplant
centers. CMS received more than 4,300 comments on a variety of topics during the
comment period.

Thank you for submitting your comments telling CMS how aligning bone marrow and
cord blood acquisition costs with solid organ acquisition costs will improve patient
access to care.  We anticipate that the final rule will be released in early- to mid-
August.

Congress Reviews the President's FY2018 Budget
With passage of the FY2017 appropriations bills
and the release of the President’s detailed
budget, the Congress has begun the process of
developing legislation to appropriate funds for
FY2018.  Appropriators are currently meeting to
develop targeted spending levels for the
Agencies and will spend the next several weeks
considering the funding levels for specific
programs.

While the President’s budget cut funding for many programs in the Department of
Health and Human Services, neither the C.W. Bill Young Cell Transplantation
Program (Program), which is the program through which we operate the Be The
Match Registry®, or the National Cord Blood Inventory (NCBI) were cut.  However,
for each small increase in funding for these programs, we can save hundreds of
patients who otherwise might not find a match.  Therefore, we continue to ask
Members of Congress to modestly increase the funding levels to allow us to recruit
more donors and list more cord blood units on the Be The Match Registry®.  

Thanks to your efforts, the Congress provided a $1 million increase to the NCBI for
FY2017.  Now, as they look to funding levels for FY2018, they need to hear from you
once more.  Please make your voice heard.Contact your Members of Congress
about increasing funding for the Program and NCBI for FY2018. Every voice
matters!

Capitol Hill Visit a Success! Advocate Profile: Daniel
Couriel, MD, MS
On June 6, leaders in the field of stem cell
transplant traveled to Capitol Hill to ask Members
of Congress to protect Medicare beneficiaries’
access to bone marrow and cord blood
transplants.

These leaders met with Members of Congress
and their staff to ask them to fix the Medicare
program by making sure that bone marrow and
cord blood, are treated the same as solid organs,
like kidneys, for purposes of paying transplant
centers.  Without this change, Medicare rates do not cover the cost of providing the
transplant and the hospital stay that follows.

Included in the group of advocate leaders was Daniel Couriel, MD, MS, Director of
the Bone Marrow Transplant Program at University of Utah School of Medicine.  He
has dedicated much of his career to researching new treatments and biomarkers for
acute and chronic graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) and has more than 100 peer
reviewed journal articles.
Dr. Couriel also serves on the Editorial Board of the Biology of Blood and Marrow
Transplantation journal. Additionally, Dr. Couriel co-chairs on multiple committees
including the GVHD subcommittee for CIBMTR, the research partner of NMDP/Be
the Match.

During his trip to Capitol Hill, Dr. Couriel met with Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT), President pro tempore of the United States Senate,
Representative Chris Stewart (R-Utah) and other lawmakers to advocate for
beneficiary access.

Have Questions?
We are available to answer questions and

offer support.
legislation@nmdp.org

Be The Match
Be part of our Facebook community and

connect with others supporting our mission.
facebook.com/BeTheMatch

Feedback BeTheMatch.org/advocacy

Click here to unsubscribe from Be The Voice email communications.
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